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|IN AKTUALIJOS,  INTERVIU 

C hris Ba ldwin is a  dire ctor,  write r,  cura tor… But he  is so much more  tha n the se  
de f initions.  For ma ny  y e a rs now he  ha s worke d a cross the  contine nt a nd ha s a dde d 
to the  succe ss of  a  ha ndf ul of  E urope a n C a pita ls of  C ulture .  This e x pe rie nce ,  
toge the r with his na tura l ope nne ss to the  world a nd its culture s,  ma ke  C hris a  true  
E urope a n.   N o wonde r the  a rtist wa s inv ite d to co - cre a te  the  unique  sy mphony  
“Ša ipė ra nta s”  (compose d by  Anta na s Ja se nka ,  conducte d by  Mode sta s Pitrė na s) f or 
the  gra nd ope ning of  K a una s 2022 on Ja nua ry  22 a t 7: 30 pm.  The  dire ctor got to 
know K a una s intima te ly  during this  proce ss –  he  a lso a gre e d to te ll  us more  a bout 
his unde rsta nding of  E urope  a nd E urope a nne ss.   
Be lo w  i s  a n i nt e rvi e w  w i t h di re ct o r Chri s  Ba ldw i n .  
–  Be ing British,  how did y ou sta rt working in countrie s tha t a re  conside re d 
post- sov ie t or post- a uthorita ria n? Wa s it a n a dv e nturous de cision ?  
–  A hh.  Be i ng Bri t i s h!  I  do n’t  re a lly  k no w  w ha t  t ha t  m e a ns .  I  w a s  bo rn i n Ox fo rd i n t he  
e a rly 1960’s .  I  w a s  t he  yo unge r o ne  o f  po s t - w a r s i bli ngs .  So  w e  gre w  up w i t h qui t e  a  
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s t ro ng s e ns e  o f  w ha t  be i ng  Bri t i s h w a s  s uppo s e d t o  m e a n.  We  ha d,  a ft e r a ll ,  w i t h t he  
A m e ri ca ns  he lpi ng  o ut ,  w o n t he  w a r a ga i ns t  Ge rm a ny.  So  be i ng  Bri t i s h w a s  a bo ut  
fa i rne s s ,  de m o cra cy a nd s t a ndi ng up a ga i ns t  t he  bulli e s .  I t  w a s  o nly a s  I  gre w  up,  a nd 
ha d s o m e  gre a t  t e a che rs ,  a nd w a t che d s o m e  fa nt a s t i c  BBC,  t ha t  I  be ga n t o  re a li s e  t ha t  a ll 
t hi s  w a s  a  ra t he r co m fo rt i ng  m yt h,  a nd t ha t  re a li t y a nd hi s t o ry w a s  ra t he r m o re  
co m pli ca t e d.  The  pro ble m  w i t h be li e vi ng  s uch m yt hs  i s  t ha t  i t  le a ve s  yo u o pe n,  i t  le a ve s  
pe o ple  o pe n,  t o  be i ng  vulne ra ble  t o  t he  ne x t  m yt h w hi ch co m e s  a lo ng.  I n t he s e  t i m e s  o f  
Bre x i t ,  t he  Bri t a i n I  k ne w  ha s  be e n re - co nfi gure d be yo nd re co gni t i o n t o  m e  a t  le a s t .  
A nd t he n yo u a ls o  us e  t he  w o rds  ‘po s t - a ut ho ri t a ri a n’.  A  ‘po s t - a ut ho ri t a ri a n’ co unt ry i s  
a n i nt e re s t i ng  t e rm  –  a nd I  ha ve  us e d i t  i n m y o w n w ri t i ng .  I t  s ugge s t s  t ha t  
a ut ho ri t a ri a ni s m  i s  s o m e t hi ng t ha t  ha s  be e n le ft  i n t he  pa s t .  But  re ce nt  e ve nt s  i n 
va ri o us  co unt ri e s  s ugge s t  t ha t  t hi s  i s  a  phra s e  w e  ne e d t o  re - t hi nk .  I  s t a rt e d w o rk i ng i n 
po s t - s o vi e t  a nd e a s t e rn ‘po s t - a ut ho ri t a ri a n’ E uro pe a n co unt ri e s  i n e a rly 1990.  The  
Be rli n Wa ll ha d jus t  fa lle n,  a nd I  w a s  t e a chi ng a nd pe rfo rm i ng a t  t he  Uni ve rs i t y o f  
I ngo ls t a dt  ( t he n pa rt  o f  We s t  Ge rm a ny) .  The  Bri t i s h Co unci l i nvi t e d m e  t o  t ra ve l a ro und 
t he  t he n E a s t  Ge rm a ny a nd co nt a ct  s o m e  o f  t he i r s t a t e  t he a t re s .  I  di d.  I  m e t  lo t s  o f  
fa nt a s t i c  pe o ple  a nd e nde d up w o rk i ng t he re  fo r a  co uple  o f  de ca de s .  F ro m  t he  m i d 
1980’s  I  w o rk e d a  lo t  i n Spa ni s h t h e a t re s  but  a ls o  w i t h s e co nda ry a nd pri m a ry t e a che rs  
o f  va ri o us  s ubje ct s  i nc ludi ng H i s t o ry.  I  w a s  i nt e re s t e d i n ho w  s cho o ls  co uld m a k e  t he i r 
w o rk  w i t h chi ldre n m o re  cre a t i ve ,  le s s  a ut ho ri t a ri a n!  I  di s co ve re d t ha t  c la s s ro o m s  a nd 
curri cula  ha d a  lo t  i n co m m o n  w i t h re he a rs a l ro o m s  a nd s cri pt s .  A nd bo t h o ft e n 
re fle ct e d t he  po li t i ca l a nd po w e r m e cha ni s m s  a t  pla y i n t he  w i de r s o ci e t y.  F o r e x a m ple ,  
i n t he  1960’s  a nd 70’s  i f  a  chi ld s po k e  Ba s que  i n a  Spa ni s h s cho o l t he y co uld,  a nd di d,  
ge t  a  be a t i ng  fro m  a  t e a che r.  But  t he  s a m e  w a s  ha ppe ni ng i n t he  w i de r s o ci e t y t o o .  
Whe re  co unt ri e s  ha d re ce nt  e x pe ri e nce  o r m e m o ry o f  a ut ho ri t a ri a n po li t i ca l le a de rs hi p 
o r cult ure  o ne  co uld e x pe ct  t o  f i nd s i m i la r a ut ho ri t a ri a n a t t i t ude s  t o  pro ble m  s o lvi ng ,  
de ci s i o n m a k i ng ,  di s c i pli ne  i n s cho o ls ,  ho s pi t a ls ,  t he a t re s ,  k i nde rga rde ns ,  i n curri cula  
a nd i n t he a t re  t e x t s !  
I  di re ct e d a  pla y by Cha rlo t t e  K e a t le y ca lle d,  ‘My Mo t he r Sa i d I  N e ve r Sho uld’ i n Wa rs a w  
i n 1995.  A nd m y t he o ry s e e m e d co nfi rm e d.  The re  w a s  a  re a l e x pe ct a t i o n t ha t  t he  
di re ct o r w o uld be  a  m i ni - di ct a t o r ( a ct ua lly ,  no t  t ha t  m i ni ! ) .  But  t ha t  s a m e  e x pe ct a t i o n,  
fro m  m a na ge rs  a nd a ct o rs  a li k e ,  w a s  no t  di s s i m i la r i n Spa i n o r e a s t e rn Ge rm a ny.  I  fo und 
t ha t  fa s c i na t i ng  a nd t e rri fyi ng!  So m e o ne  o nce  s a i d t o  m e ,  “ F ra nco  w i ll no t  be  de a d un t i l  
t he  la s t  t e a che r t ra i ne d unde r F ra nco i s m  ha s  re t i re d fro m  t he  c la s s ro o m ” .  A nd I  
t ho ught ,  “ w e ll,  t ha t  co uld be  t he  ye a r 2010! ”  Tha t  m i ght  be  unfa i r a s  m a ny t e a che rs  i n 
Spa i n w e re  de e ply re s i s t a nt  t o  F ra nco ’s  i de o lo gy.  But  i t  do e s  ra i s e  i m po rt a nt  que s t i o ns  
a bo ut  hi s t o ri ca l le ga cy a nd ho w  va lue s  a re  t ra ns m i t t e d t hro ugh e duca t i o n a nd cult ure  
t hro ugh ge ne ra t i o ns .  
Si nce  t he  la t e  1980’s  I  ha ve  li ve d a nd w o rk e d i n a  num be r o f  E uro pe a n co unt ri e s .  Spa i n,  
Po la nd,  Ge rm a ny,  I re la nd a nd Bulga ri a ,  w he re  I  no w  li ve .  I  a m  E uro pe a n.  F o r m e  E uro pe  
ha s  m a de  m y li fe ,  a nd t he  li fe  o f  m y chi ldre n,  i m m e ns e ly ri che r.  N o t  be ca us e  w e  a re  
w e a lt hi e r be ca us e  o f  t he  E U but  be ca us e  o f  t he  fre e do m  o f  t ra ve l,  w o rk  a nd s t udy t ha t  
ha s  be e n a  di re ct  le ga cy o f  1989.  Tha t  fre e do m  ha s  be e n gi v e n up by t he  UK  a s  a  di re ct  
re s ult  o f  Bre x i t .  I  do n’t  unde rs t a nd ho w  Bri t i s h chi ldre n,  no  lo nge r be i ng  a ble  t o  w o rk  
o r s t udy fre e ly i n 27 co unt ri e s ,  a re  s o m e ho w  ‘t a k i ng  ba ck  fre e do m ’.  I t  s e e m s  s o m e o ne  
ha s  s w a llo w e d qui t e  a  t e rri fyi ng  a nd da nge ro us  m yt h.   But  i t  i s  a  po t e nt  o ne .  H i s t o ri ca l 
m yt hs  ca n le a d us  t o  s urre nde r o ur o w n fre e do m s !  



–  

Wha t a re  the  ma in (a rtistic –  a nd not only ) cha lle nge s while  dire cting e v e nts a s 
e x te nsiv e  a s ope ning ce re monie s f or Oly mpic ga me s or E C oC ? Doe s the  siz e  
(budge t,  too) of  cre a tions a nd ide a s libe ra te  y ou or,  on the  contra ry ,  put y ou unde r 
a n obliga tion?  
–  F i ndi ng t he  s t o ry!  Cre a t i ng  a  us e ful a nd fa s c i na t i ng  a nd  h elp fu l  m yt h!  Ye s !  N o t  a ll 
m yt hs  a re  unhe lpful.  I t ’s  a  huge  t a s k ,  a  re s po ns i bi li t y  t o  be  t a k e n s e ri o us ly,  t o  f i nd t he  
s t o ry w hi ch i nt e re s t s  a  w i de  publi c ,  but  a t  t he  s a m e  t i m e  do e s  no t  re i nfo rce  s t e re o t ype s  
but  cre a t e s  fre e do m  fo r us  t o  t hi nk  a nd fe e l a bo ut  w ha t  ‘ be i ng  t o ge t he r’ m e a ns .  A nd t ha t  
i s  w ha t  dre w  m e  t o  K a una s  i n t he  f i rs t  pla ce .  The  t e a m  w e re  c le a r a nd e ne rgi s e d a bo ut  
t he i r a i m s  fo r K a una s  2022 –  a nd t he  fa ct  t ha t  a  s pe ci a l m yt h,  t he  Myth  of  th e Ka u n a s  
Bea s t ,  w a s  t o  i nfo rm  o ur w o rk .  Once  a  s t o ry,  a nd a  r e a s o n fo r t ha t  s t o ry,  w a s  c le a r t he n 
t he  bi g  pro duct i o n a nd a rt i s t i c  de ci s i o ns ,  budge t a ry i m pli ca t i o ns ,  a re  s o  m uch e a s i e r .  
We  ha ve  li ve d t hro ugh a nd co nt i nue  t o  be  i m pa ct e d by Co vi d19.  Tha t  re m a i ns  a  huge  
cha lle nge  fo r di re ct i ng  a nd pre pa ri ng  bi g  e ve nt s .  I nvo lvi ng  m ult i ple  vo i ce s  i n t he  
bui ldi ng  o f  a  s t o ry t a k e s  lo t s  o f  re he a rs a ls ,  lo t s  o f  li s t e ni ng a nd co nve rs a t i o ns .  
Re he a rs a ls  a re  a ls o  pre di ca t e d o n m a ny pe o ple  a nd t e a m s  co m i ng t o ge t he r t o  w o rk  o ut  
s o lut i o ns  a nd cre a t i ve  pro po s a ls .  A nd t he  e ve nt s  t he m s e l ve s  s ho uld be  ca rni va l - li k e ,  fo r 
pe o ple  t o  ha ve  a  gre a t  t i m e  i n la rge  gro ups ,  s ha ri ng  li m i na l m o m e nt s  t o ge t he r.  Co vi d19 
ha s  m a de  a ll t hre e  o f  t he s e  t hi ngs ,  bui ldi ng  s t o ry,  re he a rs a ls  a nd e ve nt  de s i gn,  t o t a lly  
di f fe re nt  fo r t he  la s t  t w o  ye a rs .  But  no t  ne ce s s a ri ly  fo r t he  w o rs e !  We  ha ve  ha d a  
fa nt a s t i c  ye a r bui ldi ng  s ho w s  a nd e ve nt s .  Pre pa ra t i o ns  ha ve  de pe nde d,  m o re  t ha n us ua l,  
o n t e chno lo gy a nd t he  i nt e rne t .  But  m a ybe  w e  ha ve  t ra ve lle d le s s .  Go o d fo r o ur s k i e s !  
A nd w he n w e  a re  t o ge t he r i t  fe e ls  s o  s pe ci a l,  s o  i m po rt a nt .  I t  i s  no  s urpri s e  t o  a ny o f  us  
t ha t  duri ng  t he  pa nde m i c  pe o ple  t urne d t o  cult ure  a cro s s  t he  w o rld.  St re a m i ng s e rvi ce s  
o nli ne  a nd bo o k  s a le s  ha ve  e x plo de d!  We ,  hum a ns ,  a re  a ll s t o ry - t e lli ng  cre a t ure s .  Tha t  
ca nno t  be  re m o ve d by a  pa nde m i c .  Ra t he r i t  i s  m a de  m o re  ne ce s s a ry.  The  que s t i o n 



re m a i ns : Who  ge t s  t o  t e ll t he  s t o ri e s ? A re  t he y go i ng t o  he lp us  unde rs t a nd t he  na t ure  o f  
t he  cha lle nge s  w e  fa ce ? Or do  t he  s t o ri e s  w e  e nco unt e r le a d us  t o w a rds  ne w  
a ut ho ri t a ri a n m yt hs  a nd t a le s  w hi ch pre pa re  us  fo r a  ne w  a ut ho ri t a ri a n fut ure ? 

–  C ould y ou brie f ly  compa re  the  core  ide a s –  or a s y ou se e  the m –  of  E C oC  Wrocla w,  
Ga lwa y  a nd K a una s? C a n y ou spot a  singula r v e ctor f or the  proje ct of  E C oC  in 
ge ne ra l,  which is a lmost 40 y e a rs old a lre a dy ? I  me a n,  do E urope a n C a pita ls of  
C ulture  ha v e  the  sa me  role  the y  did in the  1980s or 1990s ?  
–  A  pla ce ,  a  c i t y ,  K a una s ,  Ga lw a y,  Wro cla w  a re  ro o t e d,  f i x e d a nd i de nt i f i a ble  by t he i r 
ge o gra phi ca l lo ca t i o ns .  The  ri ve r Co rri b  i s  a m o ng t he  s ho rt e d ri ve r i n E uro pe ,  a nd a s  a  
re s ult ,  o ne  o f  t he  fa s t e s t  f lo w i ng a nd m o s t  da nge ro us .  The  la nds ca pe s  o f  w e s t e rn 
I re la nd,  Co nne m a ra ,  a re  ha rs h a nd unfo rgi vi ng  ye t  t he  purple s  i n t he  s k y a nd s o i l le a ve  
yo u s t a ri ng  i n di s be li e f .  The re  i s  a ls o  t he  le ga cy o f  co lo ni a li s m  e ve ryw he re .  H a ve  t he s e  
t w o  t hi ngs  i m pa ct e d Ga lw a y’s  s e ns e  o f  i de nt i t y? I nt e ns e ly.  Ye t  Ga lw a y ha s  ra di c a lly 
cha nge d de m o gra phi ca lly  i n re ce nt  de ca de s .  A nd Ga lw a y’s  E Co C w a s  a bo ut  t he  w a y t he  
pa s t  i nfo rm s  th e n ow  but  a ls o  ho w  glo ba li s e d t ra de  a nd co m m uni ca t i o ns  a re  i m pa ct i ng  
e ve ry a s pe ct  o f  co nt e m po ra ry li fe .  Se a s ,  w e a t he r,  la ngua ge s ,  re li g i o ns ,  a rchi t e ct ure ,  
de s i gn o f  urba n s pa ce s ,  i nva s i o ns ,  co lo ni a l le ga ci e s  a ll di f fe r fro m  co unt ry t o  co unt ry,  
c i t y t o  c i t y –  ye t  t he y a re  a ll t o  be  co nt e nde d w i t h a s  t he y a re  w ha t  w e  a ll s ha re  a s  
E uro pe a ns .  Wro cla w  i s  a ls o  de fi ne d by a  ri ve r,  t he  Odra .  I t  i s  a ls o  de fi ne d by le ga ci e s  o f  
w a r,  la ngua ge  a nd po pula t i o n re m o va ls  a nd a rri va ls .  A nd K a una s  i s  de fi ne d 
ge o gra phi ca lly  pe rha ps  by t he  t w o  gre a t  ri ve rs ,  N e m una s  a nd N e ri s ,  w i t h t he i r 
co nflue nce  cre a t i ng  s uch a  m a gi ca l a nd de fi ni ng  s pa ce .   I s  K a una s  bui lt  i n t hi s  s po t  o ut  
o f  co i nci de nce  o r be ca us e  o f  t hi s  co nflue nce ? Tha t ,  fo r m e ,  i s  w ha t  E uro pe a n i de nt i t y i s  
a bo ut  –  t he  w a y w e  m a na ge  t he  le ga cy o f  m ult i ple  la ngua ge s ,  bo rde rs ,  co m pe t i ng  
hi s t o ri ca l m yt hs .  A s  Ti m o t hy Snyde r,  t he  US hi s t o ri a n s a i d la s t  ye a r,  “ E uro pe ,  yo u a re  



gre a t e r t ha n yo ur m yt hs ! ” .  Wha t  fa s c i na t e s  m e  a bo ut  co nt e m po ra ry E Co C’s ,  t ho s e  o f  t he  
la s t  10 t o  15 ye a rs ,  i s  t ha t  t he y s e e m  t o  co nclude  t ha t  di ve rs i t y i n a udi e nce s ,  i n 
co m m uni t i e s  a nd a rt i s t s ,  m ult i - li ngui c i s m  ha ve  be e n,  a nd w i ll re m a i n,  e ve r - pre s e nt  
fe a t ure s  o f  E uro pe a n li fe .  L i t hua ni a ,  I re la nd,  Po la nd,  S lo ve ni a ,  Bulga ri a ,  Spa i n; a ll E U 
na t i o ns  s t ruggli ng  w i t h 2 0 t h  Ce nt ury le ga ci e s ,  lo o k i ng t o  de ve lo p co e x i s t e nce  t ha t  he lps  
us  m a na ge  a nd t hri ve  i n a  w o rld w he re  no n - bo rde r i s s ue s  no w  do m i na t e  a ll o ur li ve s .  
We  m i ght  be  fro m  di ffe re nt  co unt ri e s  but  ne i t he r Co vi d19 no r t he  c li m a t e  e m e rge ncy 
re s pe ct s  bo rde rs ,  di f fe re nt  re li g i o ns ,  o r la ngua ge s .  

–  Are  y ou,  a s a  prof e ssiona l,  le a rning some thing ne w while  working with 
Lithua nia n a rtists a nd communitie s f or the  K a una s 2022 proje ct ?  
–  K a una s  i s  a  k e e n a nd gre a t  t e a che r.  A nd I  a m  le a rni ng a bo ut  hum a n s t ruggle ,  ho pe  a n d 
jo y fro m  t hi s  pe rs pe ct i ve .  On o ne  o f  m y t ri ps  t o  K a una s ,  I  w a s  pi ck e d up by a  yo ung t a x i  
dri ve r w ho ,  i n pe rfe ct  E ngli s h,  t o ld m e  a bo ut  hi s  ye a rs  i n Co rk  i n I re la nd.  H e  w e nt  o n t o  
t e ll m e  t he  s t o ry o f  hi s  fa m i ly duri ng  t he  la t e  So vi e t  pe ri o d a nd ho w  m e m be rs  o f  hi s  
fa m i ly ha d be e n fo rce d t o  f i ght  i n A fgha ni s t a n.  H e  w a s  a  ve ry bri ght  a nd t ho ught ful 
yo ung m a n w ho  ha d a  t ho us a nd s t o ri e s  t ha t  de fi ne d  h is  E uro pe a n- ne s s .  A nd t he n t he re  
a re  t he  e x t ra o rdi na ry a rt i s t s  o f  a ll ge ne ra t i o ns  w ho  a re  a s  co m fo rt a ble  w o rk i n g a cro s s  
bo rde rs  a nd la ngua ge s  o nli ne  a s  t he y a re  i n re fe re nci ng e a rly 20t h - ce nt ury L i t hua ni a n 
po e t s ,  pa i nt e rs ,  a nd a rchi t e ct s .  I  ha ve  le a rnt  a bo ut  L i t hua ni a n cult ura l t re nds ,  t he i r 
i nt e rco nne ct e dne s s  w i t h hi s t o ry a nd po li t i cs ,  ne i ghbo urs ,  a nd ne i ghbo urho o ds .  A nd 
e ve ry da y L i t hua ni a  a nd i t s  a rt i s t s  t e a ch m e  m o re .  



–  

Would y ou a gre e  tha t K a una s ha s outgrown itse lf ,  its bounda rie s a nd ste re oty pe s,  
during the  pre pa ra tion f or 2022? Wha t cha nge s ha v e  y ou notice d whi le  working 
with the  city ?  
–  A t  t he  be gi nni ng o f  t hi s  co nve rs a t i o n,  I  m e nt i o ne d t ha t  m y e x pe ri e nce  o f  Spa i n a nd 
Po la nd le d m e  t o  s e e  t ha t  a ut ho ri t a ri a ni s m  i s  no t  s o m e t hi ng w e  a cce le ra t e  a w a y fro m  
but  t ha t  w e  ne e d t o  de fe nd o urs e lve s  fro m  –  i t ’s  a  co nt i nua l t a s k  i n w hi ch cult ure ,  
e duca t i o n,  c i vi c  s o ci e t y a nd i ns t i t ut i o ns  a ll ha ve  a  ro le  t o  pla y.  K a una s  2022 ha s  m a de  
a n e x ce pt i o na l co nt ri but i o n t o  t ha t  i n m y o pi ni o n.  A nd i t  i s  a  k e y fe a t ure  a bo ut  E Co C’s  i n 
ge ne ra l,  by t he  w a y.  The y a re  p roc es s es ,  no t  s i m ply fe s t i va l e ve nt s .  But  jus t  a s  fe s t i va l 
e ve nt s  a re  de fi ne d no t  jus t  by t he  a ct s  o n s t a ge  but  by t he  a udi e nce  w ho  t a k e s  pa rt ,  a n 
E Co C i s  a s  m uch de fi ne d by t he  w a y lo ca l pe o ple ,  c i t i ze ns  a nd t he  w i de r co m m uni t y 
i nt e ra ct s  w i t h i t  a nd a cce pt  t he  i nvi t a t i o n i t  m a k e s  t o  us  a ll!  Co m e  a nd jo i n i n!  Co - cre a t e  
w i t h us !  Ma k e  t hi s  yo ur E Co C!  Tha t  i s  w ha t  bre a k i ng do w n a  bo unda ry a nd s t e re o t ype  
m e a ns  –  t o  a ct i ve ly he lp i n t he  pro ce s s  o f  m a k i ng ne w  m e a ni ngs ,  m o re  us e ful cult ura l 
w o rk s ,  w hi ch he lp us  unde rs t a nd t hi s  w o rld o f  o urs .  K a una s  ha s  cha nge d.  I t ’s  m o re  f lui d,  
m o re  o pe n,  m o re  i nt e rco nne ct e d w i t hi n t he  c i t y a nd t hro ugh i t s  unde rs t a ndi ng o f  i t s  
pa s t .  K a una s  i s  co nt e m po ra ry!  I t ’s  a  E uro pe a n c i t y w i t h de e ply E uro pe a n s t o ri e s  t o  
s ha re .  A nd a ll t hi s ,  w i t h m o re  w o rk  s t i ll  t o  b e  do ne ,  w i ll be co m e  t he  le ga cy o f  K a una s  
2022.  L e ga cy i s  s o  i m po rt a nt  a s  w i ll m a k e  s e ns e  o f  t he  i nve s t m e nt s ,  i m a gi na t i ve  a nd 
f i na nci a l,  t ha t  ha ve  be e n m a de  s o  fa r.   H a ve  yo u s e e n ho w  L i ve rpo o l 2008 a re  s t i ll  
t a lk i ng  a bo ut  t he i r E Co C 22 ye a rs  la t e r ? 



–  Wha t is the  ba ckbone  of  the  ope ning e v e nt f or Ja nua ry ? Wha t me ssa ge  do y ou 
pe rsona lly  wa nt to stre ss f or the  a u die nce ?  
–  The  ba ck bo ne  o f  t he  e ve nt  i s  a  m yt h!  The  m yt h o f  t he  Bea s t  of  Ka u n a s .  The  s t o ry w i ll 
be  e x t e nde d o ve r t he  o t he r bi g  e ve nt s  w e  a re  pla nni ng fo r Ma y 2022 a nd N o ve m be r 
2022.  I t ’s  a  m o m e nt  w he n w e  ca n co m e  t o ge t he r,  a s  a  c i t y ,  a s  a  co unt ry,  a nd k i ck  t he  
ye a r o ff  t hro ugh cult ure .  The  Bea s t  of  Ka u n a s  o f  co urs e ,  li k e  a ll m yt hs ,  i s  no t  re a l.  I t ’s  a  
be a ut i ful e x cus e  t o  m e e t ,  t o  re f le ct  a nd t hi nk !  The  o pe ni ng w e e k e nd i s  a n i nvi t a t i o n t o  
e ve ryo ne .  So ,  t he  s ho w  i s  t he  cha nce  t o  t a lk  t o ge t he r a bo ut  t hi s  c i t y ,  i t s  pa s t ,  pre s e nt  
a nd m o s t  i m po rt a nt ly ,  i t s  fut ure .  A nd i t  i s  t he  f i rs t  t i m e  i n E Co C’s  hi s t o ry t ha t  t hre e  
c i t i e s ,  K a una s ,  E s ch a nd N o vi  Sa d,  w i ll ho ld t he  t i t le  a t  t he  s a m e  t i m e .  Wha t  a  cha nce  t o  
e x t e nd o ppo rt uni t i e s  fo r a udi e nce s ,  co m m uni t i e s  a nd a udi e nce s  a li k e  t o  di s co ve r ne w  
t hi ngs  a bo ut  o ne  a no t he r ? 
  
N e x t  ye a r,  K a una s  a nd K a una s  di s t ri ct  w i ll be co m e  o ne  bi g  E uro pe a n s t a ge  a nd t urn t he  
c i t y t o  a  pla ce  w he re  yo u w i ll no t  e s ca pe  cult ure .  Mo re  
t ha n 40  fe s t i va ls ,  60  e x hi bi t i o ns ,  250  pe rfo rm i ng a rt s  e ve nt s  ( o f  w hi ch m o re  
t ha n 50  a re  pre m i e re s ) ,  a nd o ve r  250  co nce rt s  a re  pla nne d t o  t a k e  pla ce  i n 2022.  I t  i s  
go i ng  t o  be  t he  ye a r - lo ng no n- s t o p bi gge s t  co - cre a t i ve  fe s t i va l o f  a ll .  Co m e  co - cre a t e  a nd 
ce le bra t e  w i t h us !  
 


